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8, THE  BECINNINGS
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\ﬁ\ a When the first Ukrainian settler sat down at the end of a busy day

-

and opewed a étorybook to read of princes,kings,Cossacks,or the fairy tales of
Sunflover Land to his first born, the education of a young Canadian in the
culture and tradition of his fathers began.

It was an informal,but important,beginning.

It followed the natursl desire of man to search his memory for the things
most dear to him in his youth and pass them on to his offspring.

It was part of the informal teaching in the home that supplements every
child's formal scholastic education. Only in this case the formal education was
in Englich, the informal,in Ukrainian,

Classes at school with other Canadian children were part of the many
mEw blessings the Ukrainian encountered in his new life in Canada, But it woﬁld be
good, he thought, to teach his youngsters some of the songs from the old land, some
of the arts,some of the language and literature. Then there was churche.The Christian
tradition was dear to the Ukrainian,and he wished to pass on the distinctive facets

of his Byzantine-=born beliefs to his children,

nore




unyf story...2

It wasn't too long after their arrival in Canada,therefore, that
Ukrainian settlers Xsx® turned their attention to youth,

Ukrainian churches w;;e the first foecal points of youth activity,
national and people's Sioovoesimmnran Senmimiikgodiercors "homes", the commumity
centres of their day,flourished. "Prosvita" educational sccieties and reading
rooms,schools,libraries,institutes and.organizations of all kinds were quickly
established in larger communities,particularly in the western farmlande,and northern
mining areas., Youth activities flourished,and the clubs,usually on a local scale
only,provided Canadian citizenship training,sport,music and recreation,and a link
with the past.

Dominion-wide youth associations did not exist,as such,until the

1920's and 1930's, But thousands of young people were participating in commumity

programs of all types. S S A . ) —
A COAST =Tu-CoRST  PROJECT

o ———

This huge educational program,spontaneous and uncoordinated at the
outset,soon led to the formation of a coast—to-coast Ukrainian organization
on a soclal,cultural and patriotic basis———Christian in outlook,but essentially

non-sectarian,non=denominational in ma&e—up.

more
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in 1928

"The worF was begun/by the Ukrainian War Veterans Association,
vhich gave way as an affiliate organization to the leadership of the Ukrainian
National Federation in 1932, The idea became an organized movement characterized
by constructive idealism that aimed to unify and encourage to greater activity
the often-conflicting elements of Ukrainian Christian and democratic life in Canada,
¥ears of persistent religicus and factional squabbling had built up and continued
to heighten antagonism'among the various segments of the Ukrainian population in
Canada, It was felt that these negative factors worked against the grain in
the full development of creative and constructive contributions of the Ukrainian
community ,both to its owm people and to Canada as their new home.

The UNF turned to thousands of Ukrainians across the nation,
draviing their attention to the major tasks Tbefore them:the need to fom a united
front to aid the struggle for freedom in their former homeland; the need to
pxeookw it into,and take partx in, thepolitical,economic and cultural life of Qanada;
the need to preserve the most veluable aspects of the Ukrainian heritage in the face
of what some circles in Canada felt should be an immediate assimmilation onm the part
of immigrants to this country.Gradual and full integration,not hurried assimmilationm,

was the aim in the latter point.

The UNF was the first to wvage a strong and bitter campaign apainst

Communist infiltration intc all walks of Ukrainian commumity life at a time when

| N LT _ el Gy W S N R SR s R S Ry S G P W TSN e




unyf storye..e4

econonic crisis bred too quickly Communist subversive ideag,and internal strife
Lt ' “1; uss

in Ukrainian circles madehsll too easy kiessmdst for the CommunistsAPhe old plah

of divide. and conguer. It strﬁveito expose. subversive activity to the Ukrainians

and to other Canadians whAmay not have been aware of the serious nature of the

threat against Canadian life.

The future ofrthe Ukrainian community in Canada depended primarily
on whether the generation of Ukrainian Canadians born and raised in this country
would acc pb these ideals.

It was in this spirit that the UNF soon turned to the organization of
youth sections and children'!s grouﬁs, with an emphasis on educational,cultural
and sports activities,

ZTUDENTS' GROUP FIRST

In 1933 the Ukrainian National Students Organization PUSNO®) was formed

in Saskatcon,the western centre in which the national executive offices of the
UNF and UWVA were locateds Although this student group was not officially linked
|

to the UNF,it worked hand in hand with the UNF and the UNF publication The New
Pathvay. It wvas part of tﬁe'TSESUSf world organization of Ukrainian students with
headyuarters in BEurope.

Student leaders in this group undertook organizational trips to

e . ioung
larger Ukrainian centres. The active work oI /men such as Paul TYuzyk,K.Magera,

Anthony Hlynka,P.Sawchuk and others soon brought into being "USHO" branches in
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Edmonton,lMoose Jaw, Regina,Toronto and Hafford., In 1934 the Hew Pathway
began to print an “USHO" Students' Section.

Slowly, among UNF members and "USNO" members, there grew the

active

recognition of a need tp set up a1 /Dominion-wide organization of Canadian youth
of Ukrainian origin. Something that would unite the existing youth groups and
Plast sections of the UNF, would not limit itself to student activity,but
would include high school,working &outh from rural and urban centres,
The first step was a youth conference in Saskatoon, This was in July

at the time of

1934, when L youth leaders met 3 biomarici the first national

UNF convention and its then affiliated organizations.The decision to form a youth
organization was made. It was to fall within the existing UNF organizational
framework in Canadas.

A keynote address on the organization of youth was made at the time
by K.Magera,and the conference decidedon a working committee of youth and Plast
headed by Mr, Magera.

This committee worked out the plan for the new organization and chose

as a name "Natsionalistyclma Ukrainska Molodj" , with the Ukrainian initials NUM,

v |
I

Paul Yuzyk was néﬁed dominion organizer ,and youth representative to the UNF

national executive,.
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In its first year of activity, four "NUM" branches were initiated

ﬂt’w g P B el e R
at Saskatoon,Kirkland Lake,Oshawa and Toronto, This was a substantial achievement
for a young organization that as yet didn't have its own central executive.

In the first four years of its existence "NUMY saw a great surge
in organizational activity.

Its first name,and the  not=too=euphonious initials Wﬂﬂﬁ)vmre chamged
to "Molodi Ukrainski Natsionalisty¥®,with the more pleasant—sounding initials “MUNW

(pronounced Moon). The English=language translation of the name ig Ukrainian

National Youth Federation of Canada,or the UNYF,

YouTH LEARERS RCTIVE

The broad scope of this early activity was credited to the untiring work
of such youth leaders as Paul Yuzpk,K.Magera,Il.Kishinsky,P.Sawchuk,and others, as
well as to the support of the entire UNT membership and dts official newspaper
medium,New Pathway..

But the remarkable gro&th of the UNYF from 1935 to 1938 caused the
gradual decline and fademout of idm WUSNOW,and almost the entire membership of the
latter joined the UNYF and gave &% - first leadership.

more
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The decline of YUSIHO" was observed by the UNF with sadness and regret,
a3 well as by the Ukrainian community as a whole. The student group could have remained
as a permanent source of influence 1in the Ukraihian community's growing emphasis

the ’
on mmdemk® importance of academic development,and eould have become the nucleus for
present=day students! activities across Canada.
DL m t‘n&.ti} W

The qlntﬁ?i; or national, executive of the UNYI was formally
constituted in July,1935, at the first Dominion Convention of the UNYF, H.Matayclmk
headed the first executive, with R.Lozinsky and P.Kalyn as vice-presidents and
Paul Yuzyk as national organizer. Tioe:demiomionmm fnmwemnihemn oo sed

Decisions at the Dominion Convention endorsed annual conventions for

N

the youth organization, publication of a xmgwisx column in the New Pathway on a

regular basis,prepartion of an official club crest and insignia,and approved a
constitution,

The work of organizing new branches was intensified by this convendion,
In a matter of months eight other branches sprang up, among these, Windsor,Espancla
and Sudbury,. The first UNYF Column appeared in Ukrainian,

Paul Yuzyk accepted the presidency in 1936 at the Second Dominion

Convention.Together with Mr. Kishinsky,the new organizer, he undertook to visit

Ukrainian communities aecross Canada.
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These trips and the sympathetic assistance of UNF and Ukrainian Women's
Organization organizers resulted in the formation of 18 new branches within the year.
Among these were Port Arthur, Timmins, Montreal,Regina,loose Jaw,Calgary
Edmonton and Vancouver,
in
Komylo Magera assumed presidency of the youth organization fxmmx June,1937

until July,1939, These two pre-war years saw a further stride in organizational

activity,and four new branches, including St.Boniface and Hamilbton,were founded,

RADIO AND AVIATION.  SCHOOLS.

B

Two in the latter part of the decade wers
#&x important achhevementsof the UNYF smihiawbimermexs/the Radio-Telegraphy

School of the UNYF in Toronto, and the Ukrainian Aviation School at Oshawa,fckg

The Radio~Telegraphy School was officially opened in June,1935, with
Stephen Pawluk and H.Shtohoryn at the helm, Both were experienced radio operators.
They lectured at evening courses at the UNF Home in Toronto,and i atiracted wide
participation from local youth, Tﬂe school,unfortunately, was dissolvedin 1937 when
both instructors enrolled in the British naval fleet, But through their efforts
many UNYF members became expert radio and telegraph technicians and rose to
ingtructor and operator ranks in the ammed forces,

The Ukrainian Flying School openad_in the fall of 1937. It materialized
through the initiative of Oshawa UNYF and Peter Antohiw,an® experienced Ukrainian

flier, He was the schoolts first instructor.
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After a few months of independent existence,the flying school waé
formally associated with the HEE'Dmminién Executive,UNYF,in January of 1938, The
national executive purchased a plane,and in the summer of 1938 it was Christened
"Evhen" after Col. Evhen Konovaletz,whg became a martyr to the Ukrainian cause.

Lt,.Col.Murray de Mpran took charge of the aviation school and began
an extensive campaign for funds among Ukrainians in Canada. Following the 5th
Dominion UNYF Convention in 1938,de lMoran's work was continued by M.Sharjk,

‘ and parachufe-jumping -,

Forty-five students learned the theory and practice of aviation/at the UFS,
~ anong them four #mgkm of Anglo-3axon origin,The school's first fliers graduated in

ril,1938, A series of Aviation Days organized by the UFS in Oshawa,Toronto,
and Sudbury strongly stimulated interest in flying among Ukrainians in Canada,

The national executive of the UNYF planned to purchase its own field and
hangar in Oshawa early in 1939,and to organize a second flying school in the western
provinces in the fall of the same year.

But World War II put a stop to all these plans and ended the activity of
the UFS itself, The UNYF plane was put at the disposal of the Royal Canadian Air Force,
and many of the students and gg graduates of the school enlisted, A considerable mumber

of these were assigned to senior posts in the RCAF,while others worked as instructors,

preparing new fliers and 'chutists.
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The pre-war years also saw major developments in educational and
cultural work of the UlIYF. Branch lectures were organized on topies ranging from
Canadian citizenship o national culture,debates and public speaking contests
followed course., The Hew Pathwvay's UNYF Section carried mmmke literary contributions
from members,as well as translations from English literature into Ukrainian.

INTEREST EROUPS ORGANIZED

Across Canada UNYF bramches organized mixed and male choirs,brass and

string orchestras,drama groups,sport sections and other interest groups. Junior UNYF
("Dorist®)groups began to be organized after 1936,notably in Toronto and Saskatoon.
Similar junior sections were organized in Winnipeg,Kirkland Lake,Sudbury and Oshawa
in 1938.
to 1939 _

In the years 1936/the UNIF Section was edited by Paul Yuzgk,R.Kovalska,
H.Oshohan and others. Other Ukrainian publications,such as the &Anerican “Natsionalist®,
"Surma®, WJunak", WSvit Dytyny“,%"Samosvitnyk","Desheva Knyzhka",and "Rozbudova
Natsii®ywere also circulated. The 4th Dominion TYF Convention accepted the

Chicago=published Youth of ODWU Emgidshsdhzmgwmgm Trident as its English-language

organ,
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Through the years UHﬁF members actively participated in
commenorations and manifestations of the UNF parent body and its affiliated
groups, Youth of the organizationlwera E® especially successful in propagating
the Ukrainian problem among Canadiang in general. And in line with some of
its basic organizational prineiples, the UNYF =g gave spiritdal and material
agsistance to mi#  the freedom fight of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists,
the students' organization TSESUS, political prisoners in the homeland of their
fathers,Prosvita educational institutions,inwv:lids and war veterans-—-gnd in
1938-1939 the fommation of the Carpatho-Ukraine.

The ULIYF Dominion Executive received strong support soon from a
new provincial executive for Eastern Canada,set up at the first UNYF Provineial
Convention in Toronto,June,1936,

oo e eh o vaimd

AFirst provincial heads,1936 to 1939, were L.Wowk, Stephen Pawluk,
Mydmdyixr Michael Zahrebelny, M,Wladyka. Marther provineial meets in 1937 and 1939
inaugurated vigorous UlIYI c:mpaigns in Onbtario and Quebec.

The crest—insignia of the UNYF was adopted in 1937, This was a gold
trident on the national motif,set against a white shield. The inscription M,Y.H.
flared across the base in gold letters. The club boasted itz own blue uwniforms,worn
at various rmiiiEx sport,cultura%,and national rallies of the UNF and its

-

organizations.
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World tension grew acute in the fall of 1938 and continued into
the spring of 1939, There was instability even on the Canadian scene.

These circumstances bred opportunity for the designs of those who
were enemies of Wkwmimbaws loyal Ukrainians in Canada,and timxformme their former
homeland, Tﬁe Communists,in particular, aimed a fieree slande? campaign against
Ulkrainian organizations in Ganada and singled.out the organization which opposed
their subversive activities ——the Ullf=—as itg main target on the Ukrainian scene.

Sectors of

/Ceanada's press and many official and community circles were often convince

the Communist allegations held some water,and wittingly or unwitiingly aided those
on

who cast insuation after insuation zgmimsh the UllF, This in turm immbm was a
depressant to the zeal and activity of UNYF members,

Much of the criticiam followed the proclamation of an independent
Carpatbo—Ukraine in Europe ,as a result of Hitelr's occupation of Czechoslovakia,

This was deliberately misrepresented as a Fascist omwm development by
Communists around the world. Any groups around the world +that gave moral support to
the idea of an independent Ukrainians state at this time were automatically
branded WFascist® by the Comrunists,

What was not generally publicized at this time,because of the political

I “‘ .",'f',-.‘.[ ,4.'., >

attitudes xm@-ab-the kime, was the fact that Hitler opposed the creation of a
| \

enemies,
Carpatho=Ukrainian Republic and quickly allowed this state to be crushed by its/
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Several prominent Canadians who supported such charges against
loyal Ukrainians at this time later publi;ly and privately retemcted XE&TE
i Emacos Zo e Rp ik aw the viewpoints they declared earlier.

In these trying moments the New Pathway appealed to UNYF youths

o ,moral stability,

"iow is the time to muster all the self-control/and united action
at our command,..Our youth must prepare itself to accept the worst blows and
to react to them in the proper fashion at the proper times...”

World War II broke out in Sepetember,1939, and a few weeks previougly
the 5th Dominion UNYF Convention elected Julian Buriak of Winnipég president of
the Dominion Excecutive. Under his leadership the ULIYF entered a mnew phase of
activity.

S 301N ‘DE;EMSE/’”:WEAL

v’wwﬂ*

were no further doubts
There wms:memzmmig/about Ukrainian loyalty ,and the loyalty of UNYF

members,when the war struck out to touch Canada. During the first daysof that
- 1939, _
fateful ¥9¢3& Sepbémber,the UNYF Dominion Emecutive issued a crystaleclear appeals
"We, Canadian youth of Ukrainian background in Canada,always prized
our blessings of freedom and justice,and all the privileges which the peoples
of Canada enjoy on an equal basis.

Wlow at this cricial time our sacred duty is to Stand imhims together

with our fathers in the defense of Canada.
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WEyes around the world will be focused on us, Our attitude and
actions adw will show our loyalty to Canada and will help our brothers on
their native soil oversease..”

At Canada's call, hundreds of UNYF members emlisted in the Canadian
armed forces. The war years saw them in action in every theatre of battle and a
considerable number gave their lives for the cause of freedom in ﬁhe Far East,
Italy,France and Germany. In the all-out fight against Hitler's war mavhine they
knew that while they defended Canada and the democratic freedoms of the west,they were
also striking at a savage foe of the Ukraine who had mercilessly enslaved,tortured
the Ukrainian peopj.e, pillaged and ravaged the Ukrainian territories.

These UNNYF members wrote their owm story with bullets and blood at the
battle fronts. And with hundred ..Of othe.r Canadian Ukrainians they paid the supreme
sacrifice for the country that had so hospitably and warmly opened its doors to their
fathers and grandfathers,

| By Weeld War T _

W’%ﬁﬂwmmﬁn?l,) the UNYY had developed and crystallized its
ideological foundation,deeply rooted in love of Canada and dedication to Ukrainian
- natiobal ideals,

Both ideas were compatible. There was no Sl Breach in loyalty to Canadas

by exercising an interest in the freedom aspirations of kinsmen overseas.
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Basically, the UNYF has based its activity on the Seven Beliefs,

which were set up as the first goverming principles for the organization. In brief,

these are:
BELIEF IN OURSELVES ——Our members and our fmimwers sympathizers believe
at all times

that vivemcon s sheobdabinexn geresstipnearisexve can and will take a stand together
with all loyal Canadians aganist any attempt to endanger the the political and eivil
liberties of individuals and institutions in Canada. It is our fim belief that

at this time,as an organized group, we should place our responsibilities as

citizens of this country ahead of our personel affairs to xm preserve our rights for
future generations., And we do not want to shift responsibility onto someone else.

We believe in ourselves,

BELIEF IN CANADA —We believe in the country of our own free adoption,
and that of our fathers, because it was here that they and we found the social and
polikical freedom,equality and opportunity for which the Ukrainian people in Eurppe
hava fought for centuries and are seeking still,We believe in Canada because in
thiz new land the prigeiples of British democracy gnd fairplay are practised by the
governing bodies of the land, the courts,zmpbxki com unities and all citizens,We Believe

in Canada because it offers us and our children its vast resources and opportunities

in every measure of fairness,mmiwbmmsk hohesty and fmwk trust.We believe in Canada

and dedicate ourselves to her defense and her future security.
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BELIEF IN SOCIAL PHOGRESS THROUGH REFORMS g Canada is a new country.
always
Its population,resources and insutries are undergoing changes/associated with
rapid developmente We believe that adequate social reforms along these lines should
and will be introduced in Canada under the guidance of responsible leaders and through
existing legislative institutions,and that in this way all incentive to violence,
subversion,and all threats to our democratic way of*life will be minimized,
BELIEF IN CULTURAL TRADITIONS—— We believe thép‘cultural traditions are
ot empty remains of the past,but rather embody the living,flowing,continuing spirit of
a people, Through 11 centuries Ukrainian culture has found expression in music,
literature,art and phikosophy,and Ukrainians themselves have fought for the
preservation of their culture in many historic battles, The Ukrainian language
in iteelf
itself,a distinct tongue of its own in the world's list of major languages, is/a
powerful embodiment of our culture.imwcck= We and our child;'r'en wish to be worthy and
1 oyal Canadians and we believe that disloyalty to and contempt for a worthy cultural
tradition destroys the bridge between old and new,past and present,and undermines

a 8olid foundation for the future. We believe that in prserving the most valuable

cultural facets of our past we'may contribute in a significant measure to the national

culture of Canada,
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BELIEF IN iHE MORAL PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIANITY~-—e-The tendencf of out times
seeﬁs to be éo underrate the value ofv.religion. As an organized social groﬁp we
Xk bélieve réiigious xnnjﬁmnidéconvictions’are deeply impXanted in humah’nature
and ali atteﬁpts to forcibly eradicéte these convicﬁiqns from the soul or to
substifute for them any partisani bassion or ideology4kzgnmxn§mimnﬂ can only result
in a degradatioﬁ of the human spirit and of social orders We anm}mmm
feel Christian beliefs aid in p;omoting the méral qualities of man and o e o s oo s
elevating society to a higher level of spiritual life. We believe in C&istim T g i
religious‘e&ucationzx and the practise of Christian principles in everyday living.
BELIEF IN FREEDM OF AL? PEOPLES — We believe each p;opl; or nation
ig entitled to enjoy the four freédoms.'With the ever-increasing technicoiogic&f
advances in seience,industry,economics, distance ?nd space have lést their former
gignificance and.the whole world is shrinking into a small tightlybkﬁit séhers.
With this new pmepmlnkimsx: shift in geogpliticé ﬁo cogﬁtry is politically -
secure unless a hcw prinéiple of nationai equality of all peoples is adopt;d and
internatioﬁally guaranteed. Canada, with iﬁé relatively-amall population,éannot hope to
remain secure h?hinﬂ; in a wofld where freedom is denied fo other countries with

equal or greater populations.
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BELIEF IN A FREE UKRAINE —- We believe ' there cammot really be freedom
and justice Mughout the world if a Ukrainian. nation of over 45 million people
is left undervoccupz’a.tion and oppress’ion of foreign ‘states._ Wg believe the Ukrainian
nation ' is entitled to build a free state oniits o’w.n ethnographical territories.,

We believe,within the full limits of our loyalty to Canada, that we should support

morally and ma'beriallylthe efforts of the Ukrainian nation for political freedom.

THE EEAN YERRS.
W
The xx war years, 1939 to 1945, brought about an understandable decline

in UNYF m activity, Most of the youth leaders had joined the armed forces,

and a rise in war industry production led to a mass migration of farm youth to

_ too often ,
industrial urban centres where lack of sufficient guidance /bred apathy towards

one's national heritage,
When the UNYF Smitmmmmimxbimx Section in the New Pathway appeared
less and less frequently the gap was filled by such loéal branch publications

as Winnipeg's Zhurnal,1940; Toronto's Smoloskyp,1942-45;Sudburyts Voice of the

-

North,1944. In October 1943 the UNYF Section was mmmim succedded by the

Voice of Youth section,edited by William Haldun, Other editors were H.Ozhohan,

Roman Pohorecky and Vladimir Romankw, The section became bilngual and e focused

attention on

increasing mxpkaxiarchx Inglishelanguage -articles.. TimmxmziielewyxpEneniIyymumese

eccxarEnft e Jonvon
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A new generation of members had emerged and the youth section

reflected,generally,the process of change in UNYF ranks. The youzig members were more

familiar with the BEnglish language and the organization began to place a stronger mmpimm

‘ ‘
emphasis on English, i o~ ,
CULTURAL.  UPSURGE
L e e WP S

Aided by the UNYF,the UNF senior organization inauguriébdd a series

- - L "‘ ‘
of WBkrainian Summer Oultural Courses known as  Vyschi Osvitny Kursy,in Toronto,1939.
Soon the Ukrainian Cultural and Education Centre took over the administration
of the courses. Lecturers included Prof. Alexander Koshetz,Prof.Roman Prydatkevich,
Prof,John Melnyk,Prof.Honore Ewach,Msgr.B.Kushnir,Dr.P,Macenko , ¥onsdinnh xmike e
Wolodymyr Kossar,Tetiana Koshetz, a;id many others,

A to a great degree ,
The courses were respomsible/for the training of a new generation of

UNYF leaders who found that they couid establish a spiritual link with the fareoff
land they had never seen .1-'.hrough a cultural herilthge they grew ’oo‘love..
It became ’the practice to hold UNYF Conventions) at the termination of

. the summer courses,and some seven annual meets in a row were organized-:'r;mﬁilx’

w:'.th. this scheduling. The folk songs tauight by the eminent folk mlt.ho:rity eyl wak

and world-known conductor—-composer Dr.Koshetz, became ;tandard repertoire in many

youth \centres where UNYF members-met toksi.ng and dance. Choirs,headed by Ukrainian

&mmei; Course graduates, be.came the mmeXm. nuclei of branch activities across 6anada

towards the close of Werld War II.
e, — r
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Julian Buriak headed the UNYF Dominion Eb:elcutive during the‘lﬂ;lt
years 193§..—4o and 1943; Wolodymyr Davydiuk was president l91..0-194.1,and\

P aul Yuzyk 1943 to .1545. Lev wa}k_ was secretary during tb-ﬁs period, Dominion annual
conventions were H?ld in Saskatdon from 191.0; then in Winnipeg after the national
executive movedlto that citye. New branches were formed at Val d'Or,ﬁQuebec(l939),
St,Catharines,Thorold,West Toronto (1941) ) West Fort William,smmk Lulu Island,B,C.
(1941;) ,and Grimsby,Ont.(1945)s Junior or Dorist groups were also organizeds

Duringx: and after the war UNYF m;mbers .agnt donations to the il
Ukrainian Infom;tio# Burean in I;ondon,h'hg; ,xmmk gifts and letters to soldiers; in
the armed forces, supported the Cana.di.a;r:.L‘Red Cross Society,and ‘took active m:pal;‘b |
in press caﬁzpaigns of the /New Pathway.

DooT WAR REORGANIZATION

L T —————————
Towards the end of the war the orgamnization moved out of a slump in

activities to a cmsg—cané.da revitalization of branches.

The 'J.’elief' and joy that came with the end of World‘ War II fm= had
undercurrents of sadhess:

The whole of Ukraine had succumbed to the Soviet systuv*/}?omer,hopes :
that Ukraine would be ‘liberated durlng the world conflict,or i;mmediately after,
faded. The Red terror proved dﬂ.sastmus,cémpletely ravaging the home of the bulk

of new immigration to Canada---the westerm Ukraine,

-




-
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Strengthened by the return of its membei's from armed forces duty,

g

and after 1947;135} the influx of n.ew immigrants,thé INYF R Mquicldy'progressed
to again 'bo become one of the mos£ in£1uentia1 ethnic—-group youth organizations
in Canada.
The national execu'l;,ive appointed Michael Orychiwsky dominion organizer
in 1946 in which capacity he served until 1949, He made sé§erg1 trifs/across
Canada: and inauguraté& a new string of bra.nches(inc’il.t.zding. Prince Albert,Nancquver,
Bouym)and organized do—zen.s of conéert—cavalcades to rural a;reas and on an intere
city level,. The latter, 1a.rge-sc:;.'_Le' displays of Ukrainian song,zmi music and _fblk s
dance,attracted to the UNYF many Ukrainian young people who had previously watched
from skdwhimmmy the sidelines of organizational life,
In the summer of 1947 the 13th annual convention decision to change: the

You'bh'Speaks or Holos Molodi section of the New Pathway to a Separa.té monthly,was

_implemented.First issues were edited‘bj Vladimir Romaniw,Paul Yuzyk and Taras Cirka..

' In 19/ the monthly began to appear half in English, half in Ukrainiam,
and in September 1949 Youth Speaks took the fom of a ikibmgmsX bilingual magazine

edited by Leon Kossar(English Section) and Bohdan Bociurkiw(Ukrainian Section).After

1950 the English name was changed to Ukrainian Digest,axid the magazines appeared in

digest format until 1954,
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Othef branch publications k=g stepped into the UNYF limelight

Anong these,the
after the war.. Rmx¥l /UNYF News, edited by S‘bephanle Zhovm:.r,appeared in Toron'bo-

12 monthly columms appeared in the New Pathway in 195o,m by Bohdan Bociurkiw;
From 1945 to 1953 +the dominion executive publi.s;héd vario;ls series of gdﬁcational
and cultbural printed and mimeographed materials for branch uses Theée included

Seven President in Uniform,in English,1945; zaspivaimo Razom Brat'tfia,Tara.s- Shevchenko

and Ukrainian Literature,1948,by Prof.4dndrusyshyn;also, program outlines for special

holidays, children'!s materisl,and musice
SPORTS, YUNIORS S’RESSL:)

As well as the rejuvensted ’mus_ic,art and drama groups, UNYF activity

on the upswing also stressed sport, UNYF teams were organized to compete in

loeal leaguess Ukraine; in Edmonton; Berkut,Vancouver; Lev,Sudbury; Trident,Toronto;
and MUN,Moose Jaws’

President of the UNYF national e:lcecutj:ire '.Ln postwar years‘ were Paul
Yuzyk,1945-Ab§ Sksphen Pawluk,l946—-&,7;Williém Hladun,1947~54,who vag relieved from
1952 by Walter Klymkiw. Sarosisy Bilek vas appointeé dominion organizer from 1949

to 1950..

broader
A new constitution and a wtz/plan of activi'by wa.s adopted at the

-

15th annual convention ,December of 1950, Again, special impertance was placed om

. N
the preparation of children's,junior, or Dorist groups. New Junior UNYF groups were
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organized iomrgmmixmt in  St.Catharines{1946),Hamilton,Ednonton,Regina (1950),
Kirkland Lake,Montreal,West Toronto,Saskatoen and Winnipeg(1952).Michael Nakonechny .
was specifically appointed executive officer to manage and coordinate training
programs for Junior UNYF,and began to issue special Junior UNYF instruction materials
from '
/the year of his appointmment: ,1953.

The UNYF Dominion Executive was always given full  support by the
UNF Dominion Executive and its affiliated orgahization during this renewed period
of growthe

, UNYF ‘

The Emwhmrmmi¥® Provincial Executive of Eastern Canada,with headquarters
i n Toronto was another major factor in the success of Bominion-wide activitiess It
was headed by Stephen Pawluk,1946=48, Michael Zahrebelny,l948-53, ami:Michael
Orychiwsky,1953=55,. and Elias Poworoznyk,1955=56

| The first Regional UNYF Exeoutive for Western (Canada was established

in 1953 at Edmonton,headed until 1955 by K.Zelenko of Saskatooms

TIRST SUMMER. CAMP

A sumer cemp folmtm,Mamtoba, was purchased
in the spring of 1952. It was the site of leadership COUI;SGS attended by menbers from
Regina, Winnipeg,St.Boniface, Fort William,Sﬁébﬁry,Toronto‘,,Hmnil‘.oon,.West Toronto,

S, Catharines,Montreal ,Windsor UNYF branches from 1952 to 1955
Through the organizational efforts of Michael Nakonechny,Bohdan Bociurkiw,

. UNYF
Walter Klymkiw,the ma courses opened new vistas in exgmmimmbipoctkscommunity work.
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A UNYF Banner was set up to berpressnted year to year to branches with
outstanding club achievement records, while an official club blazer and blue~-gold crest

was also endorsede.

Liaison and : . ‘ ,
Exkzxmix /coopsebion with other Ukrainian youth groups was always:

high on ‘the UNYF programs,.

The youth club worked hand in hand with the UYLNA,Ukraihie.h Youth League

many
of North America, and mainbhins swwiom club and individual memberships in the League

-

to this day. Several UNYF members wemfpart;&ularly active in the organization of the
League's Good Neighbor Gonvention in Buff;lo in 1956
| The UNYF also participated in the‘ Céunci.l of-Ukrainian Tr;’outh for North
America,and a TUNYF member,Taras Cirka, headed the first Junior Ukrainian Canadian
Committee ,er the Rada Ukrainskoji Molodi Kanady,in 1953. /
S‘hrong oxj'ganiﬂz‘ational ties have been maingﬁined m.th the MUN,or Youth of
+ ODWU, youth organization in the UeS. Th9 UNYF, ODWU-MUN,and ZAREVO organizations met
Imgmhimx in Cleveland in 1953, The U.S. OﬁdU-JTUN group decided to rgtum to its
pre:vla.r name of MUN and a.dop'_b the Youth S?eaks magazine as its official organ.Another
contact committee was set up between UNYF and ZAREVO in New York,in 1954.
ExAMINE  ClLu® COoDES
A highly-succemw' Gohferenco in 1955,Toronto, brought

together the presidents and key members of UNYF members in Eastern Canada to re-

examine the theories and goals of the organization. Several keynote talks,latoi'
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ooy published in book form, defined a néw approach to OCanadian Ukrainian
youth probléms and the position of the UNYF in the Ukrainian community of Canada.

The 18th Dominion Convention,the year before, marked two decades of

national
orgam.zed UNYF activity. Tbe Toronto meet elected Walter Klymklw of Winnipeg imtieimmr
president. Financial- difficulties in the publishing program called a halt to the Youth
Speaks=Ukrainian Digest magazine program;and publication reverted to the New .
Pathway UNYF Section..

A separate publication again appeared in 1955,titled MYH-Beams (pronounced
Moon-Beams), MIN~Beam editors have been Walter Klymkiw,Bohdan Klymash,and Andrew
Gregorovich, The publication has been growing in statube through the years and i L“\ |
1959 has become the top Ukrainian youth publicatidn in its field,It apvears in Englishs

Dominion Executive executive secretaries for the UNYF have been
Jomen Srregenravininpfiagisig Michael Nakonecting,1954~=55; Anne Gregorovich,X$Eg: 195/=55;
Luba Stebnicky—EwaskO",1955-56; Bohdan Klymash,1955-56.

hundreds -of

A convention that attracted the attention of ®&%/Ukrainians in nortbern
Ontario elected Elias Poworoznyk Provincial president in 1955 at &1dbur.y. Outdoor
festivals,music programs and TV appearances were featured..

READ QUARTERS  MOVED
. TN e e e
The June 1956 19th annual convention elected Michael Orychiwsky of

Toronto as mnational president. Dominion Executive headquarters were again moved to

Toronto,and as the work of Dominion and Provincial Bastern executives was largely
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duplicated, supkieakest the Eastern executive was dissolved at this time.Most

recent Dominion Exxcutive wtaff mevbers have been Bohdan Klymash,1956~57;

Natalka Bundza,1956=58,and A&ndrew Gregorovich, MYH-Beams editor,1957- .
Bwoexs® The largest Ukrainian festival® ever organized on the North
- 7 May, -
MAnericen continent proved successful in Toronto,im 1957 through the organizational
a.ctiﬁ'by of. UNYF branches and executives, More than 9,000 persons crowded into the
. Genadian National Exhibition Coliseum to see choral,dance, symphonic groups,and
kivaxos kenge xappem maMeE personal appearances of Hollywood's Jack Palance (Palalmiuk),and

European Ukrainian dignitary Col. Andrew Melnyk.. The festival coincided with a

UNF Jubilee Convention,

An emergency Dominion Convention of the UNYF was ca¥led in Toronto in @i
October of 1957 to pave the way for plamning the 25th msmmm Anniversary Convention of
the youth organization, The Dominion Executive was reinstated for 1957-1959 for this

purpo S8e. - -

The 1958 highlight in UNYF eircles was a Sudbury UNYF Camp Leadership

o Course, akimmdmdnykiw: well-attended from across Canada. .
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