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THE TINYIi' STORY 

Ul1yf story ••• l 

&S 

first Ulrainian settler sa t down a t t he end of a busy da 

and ope ed a storyboo k to r oad of princ s, king s, Cossacks ,or the fairy tales of 

SUnilo"rer J.and to his first born, t he education of a young Ca a dian i n the 

cul ture all tram tion of hi s f athers began. 

It Has an i nformal, but portant, beginning. 

It followed t he natural desire of nan to search hi s emory for t he t hings 

most dear to him i n his youth and pass t h . on to his of fspring . 

It \·JaS part of t ho infornal t ea ching in the home t hat suppl e ants: ever y 

child's fomal scholastic education. Only in thi s ca se t he fo rmal education ... ms 

in .English, t he informal, i Uk.r a i nian. 

Classes at school with other Cana dian children "rere part of the many 

.... bless ings t he Ukrainian encounter ed in his n el-l life in Canada. But it would be 

good, he t hought, to t each his youngsters so of the songs from t he ol d land,some 

of t h a rts, so e of the language and literature. Then t her e .las church. T e Chri s tial1 

. 
tradi tion was dear to t he Ukrainian, and he "ri shed to pass on t he d i stincti va facets 

of his Byzantine-born beliefs to hi'" children. 

m re 
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It wasn't too long after their arrival in Canada,therofore, that 

Ukrainian settlers lIIZIr 'turned their attention to youth • 

. 
Ukrainian churches ware the first focal points of youth activity, 

/ 

national and people' s ~:dwilatJuJ:nSiDIIJIIDti;pi ....... " "homes", the community 

centres of t heir day,fiourished. 'tpresvita" educational societies and reading 

rooms,scbools,libraries,~stitutes and organizations of all kinds were quickly 

established in larger communities,particularly in the western fannlands,and northern 

mining areas. Youth activities fiourisbed,and the clubs, usually on a local scale 

only,provided Canadian citizenship training,sport,music and recreation,and a link 

with the past. 

tbminioD-\dde youth assoeiations did not exist,as suc~,unti1 the 

1920's and 1930's. But t,!lousanda of young people ,.,ere particip~ating in communiw 

programs of all types. 
A C oA<;T ..... "T 
, ~-~-------------------------

This huge educat1.onal program, spontaneous and uncoordinated at the 

outset, soon led to the fonmation of a coast-to-co!lst UkraLQian organization 

on a soeial, mtl tural and patriotic basis-Christian in outlook, but essentially 

. 
non-sectar:1an,non-danominational in make-up. 

more 
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. in 1928 
. The work was begun/by the Ukrainian War Veterans Association, 

which gave way as an affiliate organization to the leadership of the Ukrainian 

Nation.a1 Federation in 1932. The idea became an organized movement characterized 

by CO'llstructi ve ' ldeal.ism that aimed to unify and encourage to greater activity 

I 

the often-conflicting elements of Ukrainian Christi.an and democratic life in Canada:. 

Years of persistent religious and factional squabbling bad built up and col'lth.ucd 

to heighten ~tagoniSll among the various segments of the Ukrainian population in 

Canaclal. It was felt that these negative factors wrked against the grain in 

the full development of creative and constructive contributions of the Ukrainian 

communi ty ,1x?th to its ow people and to Canada las tbeir new home e· 

The IDTF turned to thousands of Ukrainians across the nati9n, 

drawing their attent.ion to the major tasks before tham: the need to fom a united 

front to aid the struggle for freedom in their former homeland; the neep. to 

PWiilig fit into,and take partX in, thepoliticai,economic and cultural life of Canada;. 

the need to preserve the most valuable aspects of the Ukrainian heritage .in the face 

of what some circles in Canada felt should be an immecq.ate assimmilation on tbe part 

of immigrants to this ' country. Gradual and full 1ntegrati,on,not hurried asainmiilat.ioD., 

was the aim in, the latter point. 

The uNF was the first to wage a strong and bitter campaign against 

Communist infiltrati(!)D into all walks of Ukrainian co1!Jll1un1ty life at a time when 



economic CIjeiS bred too quickly Conununist subversi va idea7and internal strife 

U-. --t u.~ 
in Ukrainian circles made 1\.aJ.J. too easy" H . for the Communists/~he old pl. 

of divide. and conquer •. It stz1ve ' to expose subversive .activity to the Ukrainians 

and to other Canadians wJm~y not have been aware of the serious nature of the 
I 

threat against Canadian 11fe. 

The future of the Ukrainian community in Canada depended primarily 

on whether the genera tion of Ukrainian Canadians born and raised in this country 

wuld acc~p:b these ideals. 

It was rin this spirit that the m~F soon turned to the organization of 

youth sections and children's groups, mth an emphasis 01). educational, cultural 

and sports activities.. I 

STLJ1)ENTS G-R00? =F\R.S-r 
~~~~--~-----------------~ 

In 1933. the Ukrainian National Students Organization \'USNOII) was fomed 

_ in Saa'~atcon, the 'Western centre in "lhich the national executi va offices of the 

UNF and UWVA were located. Although this student group ,-ms not officially linked 

-I 
to the UNF,it 'WI;lrked hand in band with t be UNF and the UNF publication Tbe New 

• r . 
Pathway. It \.JaS part of " ~Iy Tsg)ijS, v.ur1 organization of Ukrainian students with 

Student leaders in thi s group u~dertook organizational trips to 

. young 
larger Ukrainian. centres. The actt ve work 01' /men such as Paul Yuzyk, K.Magera, 

Anthony E.ynka,P.Sawchuk and (!)thers soon breught into being UU~O" brancheS' in 
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Edmonton, OOS8 Jaw, Regina,Toronto and Hafford. In 1934 the Kew Path,.ro.y 

began to print an II'ij~OIl Students I Section. 

Slowly, among Ulil]' embers and IfUSNO" me bers, there grew the 

active 
recognition of a need to set up til/Dominion-wide organization of Canadian youth 

of Ukrainian origin. So ething that would unite th'e existing youth groups and 

Plaat sections of the UNF, would not limit itself to student activity,but 

'WOuld include high schOol, 'WOrking youth from rural and urban centres. 

The first step 'WaS a youth conference in Saskatoon. This ,vas in July 

at 'the time of 
when :ttmc youth leaders met bmn.,.j!I!Dq1lltlabimmnXllii;k. t he first na.tional 

UNF convention and its then affiliated organizations. The decision to form a youth 

organization was made •. It YaS to fall Yrl. thin the existing UNF organizational 

fraaewrk in Canadal.. 

A keynote address on the organization of youth was made at the time 

by K.Magera,and the conference decidedon a wrking co ittee of youth and Plaat 

head.ed by Mr. l<1agera. 

This committee worked out the plan for the new organization and chose 

as a name ''Natsionalistyclma Ukrainaka MolodjA , with the Ukrainian initials NUM. 

r) 
Paul Yuzy was named dominion organizer ,alld youth representati va ta the UNF 

/1 . 

national ex.aut1 ve ... 
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In its first year of activity, four uNUM" branches were initiated 
I ; 

I ~ 1M , \ ~~ .~~( 1 ! 'Ur" ~ 71 ",.,J,.W\- ... . (,J IG'1 

at Se.s~atoc:>n,Kirk1and Lake,Osha:wa. and Toronto. Thi was a substantial achievement 

-
for a young organization that as yet didn't have its own central executive. 

In the first four years of its existence -Nmf1' saw a great surge 

in. organi za t tonal. acti vi ty. 

Its first name,and the not-too-eupbonious initials 1Il11tJl.'l~ 'lare cbaged 

to lIMolodi Ukrainsld. Natsionaliatt', with the more pleasant-sounding iui tials "lw1ml" 

(pronounced }.1oon). The :English-language translation of the name is Ukrainian 

National Youth Federation of Canada,or the UNYF. 

~ UT\1 L-EA~£R.~ 
The broad scope of thi s early act! vi ty was credited to the untiring ork 

of such youth leaders as Paul Yu z,-k , K. 11agera , I. Kishlnsky,P.sa.wchuk, and others; as 

well as 1:.6 the support of the en~ire UNF membership and ~s official ne'''spaper 

medium,NeVi Path'l-ro.y •. 

But the remarkable growth of the UNYF from 1935 to 1938 caused the 

gradual decline and fade-out of :m.: IlUSNO" ,and almost the entire membership of the . , 

latter joined the UNYF and gave - first leadership. 
iF 

more 
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The decline of "USNOII '.JaS observed by tho UJl1F with sadness and r egret, 

as well ,as by the U rainian community as a whole. The student group could have remained 

as a pennanent source of influence in the UkraWan COIDlnWli ty'! e g owing emphasis 

the 
on ••• ilM,ie, importance of academic development,and aruld have become the nucleus for 

present-day students' activities acro s Canada. 

~ The ~~ or national,- executive of tbe UNTIl' was formally 

constitutedi in July,l935, at the first Dominion Convention of the UNYF. H.Mateycbuk 

headed the first executive, with R.Lozinsky and P.Ka1yn as vice-presidents and 

Paul Yuzyk as natl0.nal organizer. !kmJQljmrDJ'm~a..:JqtI.lll'" 

. Decisions at the Dominion Convention endorsed annual conventions for 

UNYF 
tho youth organization, publication of a C-8,lac column in the New Pathway on a 

regular basiB',prepaJ!tien of an official club crest and iusignia,and approved a 

constitution • 
• 

The "lOrk of organizing ne, .. branches was intensified by thi~ conven'bion. 

-, 

In a matter of months eight other branches sprang up, among these, Windsor, Espanola 

and Sudbury., The first UNIT Column appeared in Ukrainian. \ \~.;.t '1. 

Paul Yuzyk accepted the presidency in 1936 at tile Second I):)minion 

Convention.Together with Hr. Klshinsky,the new organizer, he undertook to visit 

'Uk.rainian communities across Canada._ 
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These trips and the sympathetic aset-stance of UNF and Ukrainian Women's 

Organization organizers r esulted in the formation of 18 ne\-T branches \oTithin th9 year. 

Among these were Port Arthur, TinuJins, Montreal,Regina,Moose Jaw,Ca.lgary . . 

-Edmonton and Vancouver. 

in 
Kornylo Magera- assumed presidency of t he youth organization ~ June,1937 

untU July,1939. These t\·}O pre-l'Tar years sal-I a further stride in organizational 

activity, and four nevT branches, including St.Boniface and Hamilton, were founded. 
. '1<A-1HO ftNJ) ft~ 5Ct10Qk2 , 

Tw - - in the lat ter part of the decade were 
_ .l.mportant ach41eve eniJI of the WIT Jdm.tili:mDi1lwrnwmr!the Radio-Telegraphy 

School of the UNYF .in Toronto, and the Ukrainian Aviation School at Osha'WB..~ 

The Radio-Telegraphy School was officially opened in June,1935, ,dth 

Stephen Pawluk and H.Sb.tohC?ryn at the helm. Both were experienced radio operators. 

They 'lectured at evclllng courses at the DID' He e in Toronto,and _ -attra.cted w.i.de 

participation from local youth. The school,unfortunately, was dissolvedin 1937 when 

both instructors enrolled in t he British naval fleet. But through their effort~ 

/ 

many mrYF members became expert radio and telegraph technioians and rose to 

in~tructor and operator ranks in the armed forces. 

The Ukrainian Flying School opened in the fall of 1937. It ma terialized 

through the initiative of Oshawa UN!F and Peter Antohiw,amt: experienced Ukrainian. 

. . 
flier. He was the sebool's first- instruetor. 
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After a few months of independent existence, the flying school was 

fonnally associated with the HB: LOminion Elcecutive,UNYF,in January of 1938. The 

national executive purchased a plane,and in the S\mU!ler of 1938 it was Christened 

"Evhen'" af'ter Col. Evben Konovaletz,who became a. martyr to the Ukrainian cause. 

Lt. Col.Jvfurray de t oran took charge of the aviation school and began 

an extensive campaign for funds among Ukrainians in Canada. Follo,nng the 5th 

:J?:'minion UNIT Convention in 1938,de Horan's work \-las continued by M.Sbarjk. 

and parachute-jumping ~ .. 
Forty-fi ve students l earned the theory and practice of aviation/at the UFS, 

among then four iKgDr of Anglo-Saxon origin. The school's first fliers graduated in 

ril,1938. A series of Aviation Days organized by the UFS in Osbawa,Toronto, 

and Su.dbury strongly stimulated interest in flying among Ukrainians 1n Canada. 

The national exeouti ve of the fin F planned to purchase its ow field and 

hal'lgar in Oshawa early in 1939,and to organize a second flying school in the western 

provinces .in the fall of the same year. 

But World War II put a stop to all these plans and ended the aot! vi ty of 

the UFS itself. The UNIT plane was put at the disosal of the Royal Canadian A,ir Force, 

and many of the students and Is: gra:duates of the school enlisted. A considerable number 

of these were assigned to senior posts , in the ReAF, while others '\'lOrked as instructors, 

preparing new fliers ana. I chutists .. 
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The pre-war years al so saw ma jor develop~ents in eduoational and 

oultural '.lork of the UNIT. Branoh leotures 'Here organized on topics ranging fro 

Canadian~itizenship te national culture,debates and public speaking oontests 

followed oour e •. The NeVI Path,·IB.Y' s UNIT Section oarried J!!I"W'ft-li terary contributions 

from eobers,as well as translations from English literature into Ukrainian. 

INTeReST G-Q u?S COR-Mr ' \z-fl) 
Across Canada UNYF bnmches organized mixed and male choirs, brass and 

string orchestras,drama groups, sport sections and other interes~ groups .. Junior UNIT 

(IiDorist-)groups began to be organized after 19.36,notably in Toronto and Saskatoon. 

S'imilar junior seotions were organized in W'iuni eg,Kirk1and Lake,&ldbury and Osbaw 

in 19.38. 

to 19.39 
I n the years 19.36/the UNYF Section was edited by Paul Yuz,k,R.Kovalska, 

H.Oshohan and others. Other Ukrainian publications,suoh as t be A~erican WNatSionalist-, 

"SunnaU
, -JunakQ

, "Svi t Dytyny", -Samo svi tnyk" , lIDesheva Knyzhka", and liRe zbudova 

Natsii-,were also circulated. The 4th fumi .nion INU' Convention !3.ccepted tbe 

Chicago-publisbed Youth of OIlW :i:qDll'biIihD~ Trident as its English-language. 

organ. 
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Through the years Ull YF l!l bers actively participated in 

comme'~orations and manifestations of the UNF parent body and its affiliated 

groups. Youth of the organization were DI especially successful in propagating 

the Ukrainian problem among Canadians in general. Ana in line \o1i th some· of 

its basic organizational principles, the UNYF ~ gave spiritual and material 

assistance to LdJi · the freedom fight of the- Organiz tion of Ukrainian Nationalists, 

the students' organization TSESUS, political prisoner~in the homeland of their 

fathers ,Pro svi ta educational institutions, invulids and Har veterans-and in 

1938-1939 the formation of the Carpatho-Ukraine. 

The UNYF DomiQion Executive r eceived strong support soon from a 

n~w provincial executive f.or .Eastern Caooda, set up at the first TINYF Provincial 

Convention in Toronto, June, 19.36 •. 

ltim-.,lxSPmjId 
First provinoial heads,1936 to 1939, ",ere L. Wowk, Stephen Pawluk, 

M:J:Wtallipz. Hichael Zahrebelny, M. Vlladyka. Further provincial meets in 1937 and- 1939 

inaugurated vigorous ill YF campaigns in Ontario and Quebec •. 

The crest-insignia of the UNYF was adopted in 1937. This was a go;Ld 

trident on t he national motif,set agaiBst a ~te shield. The inscriptibn M.Y.H. 

flared across the base in gold letters. The club boasted its m-IR blue unifo! s,worn 

at various ~.a sport,cu1turaJ.,and national rallies of t he UHF and ·its 

organ,i za1iions. 
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-~ 

. World tension grew acute in the fall of 1938 and continued .into 

the spring of 19.39. There ,.,ras instability even on t he Canadian scene. 

These circumstances bred opportunity for the designs of those who 

were enemies of 1I:1mrmiuImma:: loyal Ukrainians in Canada; and ::timxI6'!!T!!!IWT their former 

homeland. The Communists,in parti.cular, ailned a fieree slander campaign against . 

Ukrainian organizations :in Canada and singled out the organization whicb opposed 

their subversi va activities -the UNF-ae its main target on the Ukrainian scene. 

Sect<:>rs of 
/e ada I s press ' and many of ficial and cornnunity circles were often convinCE 

t he Communist allegations held some water,and wittingly or unwittingly aided those 

on 
who east insuation after. insuation api'll'" the m~F. This in turn ~ was a 

depressant to the zeal and activity of UNn' members:-. 

Much of the criticism followed the proclamation of an independent 

CaXpat~kraine in furope ,as a result of Hitelrls occupation of Czechoslovakia. 

This was deliberately misreprese1'lted as a Fascist JDIIlDI: development by 

Co!l1I:lunists around the \-lOrld. Any groups around the world tha~ gave moral support to 

the idea of an independent Ukrainians state- at thi s tilne were automatic8l1y 

. 
branded -Fascist- by the Communi sts. 

-- What was not generally publicized at this time, because of the political 

attitudes that Hitler opposed the . creation of a 

enemi es. 
Cal1'atbo-Uk:rain1an Republic and q,uicUy allowed this state to be crushed by its/ 
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Several prominent Canadians vroo supported such charges against 

loyal Ukrainians at this time l ater publicly and privately retacted 'Iii. 

DIIWhBr.x1l iIHcmlmllpiDlIJElQ! the vieloJPoints they declared earlier. 

ln ' these trying moments the New Pathway appealed to UNYF youth: 

. 
''Now is the time to t'luster all the 

,moral stability, 
self-controJ.j and united action 

at our command ••• Our youth must prepare itself to accept the worst blows and 

to react to them in t he proper fashion at the prGper time •••• " 

World· War II broke out in Sepe4;ember,1939, and a few ,.eeks previoul3ly 

the 5th Ibminion UNYF ConventioR elected Julian Buriak €If Winnipeg president of 

the Doni inion euti ve._ Under hi s leadership t he UNYF entered a nevI phase of 

acti~ty. 

were no further doubts 
There lIIBJB.xIlllDlJtnprJrt;jabout Ukrainian loyalty ,and the l oyalty of UNYF 

members,when the YaI"Btmc~ out to touch Canada. Dlring -t he first daysof that 

- 1939, . 
fateful ~:Sept_ber~he UNIT Ibminion EB.ecutive issued a · cr'lJstal-clear app eal: 

QWe, Canadian youth of Ukr~ian backgropnd in Canada, always prized 

our ble ssings of freed.om and justice, and all the privileges' which the peoples 

of Canada enjoy on an equal basis. 

"NOvl at this crtcial time our sacred duty is to stand ,rwirD,.. together 

ldth our f a thers in the defense of Canada ... 
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-Eyes around t he wrld will be focused on us. Our attitude and 

actions aGw will sbow our loyalty to Canada and will help' our brothers on 

their native soil overseas ••• " 

A.t Canada's cali, hundreds of UNYF manbers -Elilisted in the Canadian 

armed forces. The war years saw them in action in every theatre of battle and a 

considerable number gave their lives for the cause of freedom in the Far East, 

Italy,France and Germany. _In the all-out fight against Hitler's war mavbi.ne they 

knew that whUe they defended Canada and the democratic freedoms of t he west, they vera 

also striking at a savage foe of the Ukraine who had mercilessly enslaved, tortured 

the UkraWan people, pillaged and r avaged the Ukrainian t erri torie's. 

These UNYF members 'WrOte thalr OVID story with bullets and blood at the 

battle :fronts. And .n. th hllndredf ! other Canadian Ukrs.i.ni!lllB they paid the supr .... 

sacr.i.f1ce for the country that had so bospi tably and wamly opened its doors to 1iheir 

fathers and grandfathers. 

the UNY~ had developeq and crystallized its 

ideological foundation, geeply ro0ted in love of Canada and dedi~ation to Ukrainian 

natioDal ideals. 

Both ideas were compatible. There was no fr 51 " breach in loyalty to Canada 

by exercising an interest in the fre edom a'Spirations of kin$llen overseafJ. 



unyf story ••• 15 
T~ 5E\JE'N 
~-------------------------------/ 

Basically, the UNYF has based its activity on the Seven Beliefs, 

vhich were set up as the first governing principles for the organization. In brief, 

the se are: 

BELIEF m OUIlSI!LVES -Our me bers and our "'Eo".c' sympathizers believe 

at all times 
that. "ttraxmDliln 9hi .. hi:~II.C ••• N.,..._i '+>"1IIe can and \dll take a stand togethe.r 

with all loyal Canadians aganist any attempt to endanger the the political and civil 

" 

liberties of individuals and institutions in Canada.· It is our finn belief that 

F 
at this time, as an organized group, "Te should place our respons.ibUi ties- as 

c1 ti zene of thi s country ahead of our personal affairs to xp: preserve our rights for 

future generations. ,And we do not \-Tant to shift respousibili ty onto someone elee. 

We believe in ourselrves. 

BELIEF ill CANAl'lA. -We believe in the country of (our own free adoption, 

and that of our fathers., because it was here that they and 118 found the social and 

p<>litical freedom,equality and opportunity for which the Ukrainian people in Ellrppe 

have fought for centuries aRd are seeking still.We believe in Canada because in 

this new land the p~eiples of Bri Ush democracy and fairplay are practised by the 

governing bodies of the land, the oourts,a:IIii::xJiD comrrtunities and all cit1zena-.We beliew 

in Canada because it- offers us and our children its vast rasources and opportunities 

in every measure of fairness,~: oonesty and .z.x..ri;. trust .. We believe in Canada 

and dedicate ourselves to her defense and he'r future security. 
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BELIEF IN SOCIAL PROORESS TBRDUGH REFOR-iS .J- Canada .is a new country. 

alw,ys 
Its population,resources and .insutries are undergoing changes/assooiated with 

• 

,. rapid development .. We belieVe that. adequate social refonns' along these li.nes should 

, 

• 

and will be introduced in Canada under the guidance of respo.nsible leaders and throu~h 

existing legislative institutions,and that in this WB\1 all incentive to violence, 

subversion,and all threats to our dElllocratic way of" life will be minimized. 

BELIEF IN CULTURAL TRAmTIOl~s';'- We believe that 'cultural traditions are 

mt empty remains of the past, but rather EIIlbody the living, flowing, continuing s iri t of 

a people •. Through 11 centuries Ukrainian culture has found eJq:lression in music, 

li t erature,ar.:t and phillosophy,and Ukrainians themselves BaVe fought for the 

preservation of their cul turQ. in many historic battles. The Ukrainian l .anguage 

in itself 
itself,a distinct tongue of its o\m. in the world's list of major languages, isla 

powerful EIIlbodiment of our oul ture.~ We and our children wish to be worthy and 

loyal Canadians and we believe that disloyal ty to and contanpt for a wrthy cultural 

tram tion destroys the bridge betwen old and new, past and present, and undel'Dlines 

a solid foundation for the futur&. We believe that in prserving the most valuable 

cultural facets' of our past we may contribute in a significa.nt lIeasure to the national 

cul ture of Canada. 
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BELIEF IN THE MORAL PRINCIPLES OF CHRISl'IANITY-- The tendency of out tllle8 

0a1 I seems to ,be to underrate the value of religion. As ~ organized sOCL group we 

_ -believe re!.igious XBIImunaa convictions- are deeply impmanted in humannatuN 

and all attempts to fOrcibly eradicate these convictions from the soul or to 

substi tute for them any partisan passion or ideology kamlmnDtlllll:rimi can only result 

in a degradation of the human spirit and of social order. We IIDIl.DDxmBIIXll8iVW •• i 

feel Chrl-stian beliefs' aid in promoting the moral qualities of man and .a. __ XIInD 

elevating society ' to a higher level of spiritual life. We believe in Christian ... tpm 

religious education.x ~d the practise of Christian principles in everyday living. 

BELIEF IN FREEIXl-r OF ALL PEDPLES - We believe each people or natj.€l" 

is entitled to enjoy the four freedoms. With the ever-increasing technicologica1 

advances in science,industry,economics, distance and space have lost their former 

significance and the whole \A:)rld ,is sbrimking into a snail tightly..k:JU. t sphere. 

Wi th thi 51 }lew. gDpmdIil:iai-r shift in geopoll tics no country is politically 

. secure uooless a new principle of national equality of all peoples is adopted and , 

1nternation.a1ly guaraa.teed. Canada, with its relati ve1y __ aJ..l population, can:aot bope to 

NJlaiD secure "Dlli:: ill a wrld wh.re freedoa is denied to other count~i.s with 

equal or greater p0pulatioas. 
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-

BELIEF m A FREE UKRAINE ~ We believe there cannot really be· freads. 

and justice throughout the world if a Uk~a:iil' nation of over 45 million people 

is left under occupation and oppression of fore.iglll states •. We believe the Ukrainiu 
I 

nation· is entitled to build a free state on .its own ethnographical territories~, 
.; 

We beliew, YJi thin the full l-imi t'S of our loyal. ty to Canada" that we should support 

.orally and materially the efforts of the Ukrainian nation for poll tical freedom •. 

The KE war years, ·1939 to 1945, brought about an understandable declue 

1lt UNYF lliidt, activity. Most of the youth leaders bad joined the armed forces, 

and a rise in w.ar industry product.ion led to a mass migration of farm youth to 

too <often 
industrial. urban centres where lack of sufficient. gui~ce /bred apathy towards 

one's national heritage. 

When the UNYF Imihll!!lllDliJaJaMDl:xli Section in the New Pathway appeared 

less and lessfrequentJ.y the gap Was filled by such local branch publications 

as Winnipeg's Zhurna1.,1940j Toronto IS S.oloskyp,1942-45;Sudburyts Voice of the 

.. 
NCl>rth,1944. In October 1943 the UNYF Secti'on was TO___ succeaded by the 

--
. . 

. Voice of ' youth sactio:m., edited by William Haldun. O,ther editors were H.Ozhohan, . . 

Reman Poborecky and Vladimir RomuiV. The section became b1llngual and p:m: fooused! 

attention on . 
increasing M' .... ,"diaL Jiaglish-language -articles •. Tmrnxu*tel • .,~ __ 



A new generation of members had emerged and the youth sectioD. 

l':"enected,g~nerally, the process of c~ange :i.n UNYF ranks. The young members were lIore 

.fimtiliar with the English language and the organi~~tion began to place a strong~r ..,-.. 

.aphasia en English. 
CLtLTLlRAL -

~ded by the TINYF, the UNF senior organi zation .inaugurt.'Wd a series 

- , 0 
of Ukrain..ian bmer Oultural Couraes k;nown as Vysohi Osv1tnyKursy,in Toronto,19.39. 

Soon · the Ukrainian: OUJ. tural . and Education Centre took over the administration 

of the courses. Lecturers included Prof. Alexander Koshetz,Prof.Roman Prydatkevicili, 

_ W0le~yr Kossar,TetiaJla Koshetz,a.p.d many others. 

to a great degree 
The cours.awere responsible/for the training of a new generatioB of 

UNYF leaders who found that they could establish a spirl tual ~ink 'With the fa,r...()ff 

land-they had never seen threugha cultural herila8e they grew to love~ 

lIt became the p1"actioe to hold DNYF Conventions at the terminatioE. of. 

I ' 

\ the summer courses,and some seven annual meets in a row were organized , in1jriwx 

'With this scheduling. The folk songs taught by the aninent folk authority mit ___ 
., 

/' 

and \.!orlel-kno'Wl'l conductor-composer Dr.Koshetz, became studard repertoire ill many 

youth centres where UNYF members met to sag and daJlce. Choirs, headed by UkrailU8l1. 
I 

bm(ir CourS61 graduates, became the M1elM . auclei of· branch activities across 6anada 

towrds the olos& of Wrld WE II~ 
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Ju1ian Buriak headed the UNYF Dominion Executive <fur,b.g the -JIIIiIt -

years 19.39--40 and 1943; Wo1odymyr Dav!diuk 'WaS presidaat 1940-194J.,and 

. . 
Paul !uzyk 1943 to 1945. Lev WOvlk was secreta.I!Y during tbis period. Dominion annual 

conventions were held in Saskat&oR from 1940, then in Winnipeg afte~ the national 

ex,cutive moved to that city • . New branches were formed at Val d I Or,Quebec'19J9), 

St.Catharines,Thoro1d,West Toronto (1941), West Fort William,EmlLulu Is1and,B.O. 

(1944) "amd Grimsby ,Ont. (1945). Junior' or furist groups were also organized. 

IAlringz: and after the war UNYF members a-ant donations to the ~ 

UkraiRian Ini'onnation Bureau in London, Eng.,~ gifts and letters to soldiers in 

the amed forces, sUpported the Oanadian Red Cross Society,and took active a : part 

-in press oam.paigns of thil New Pathway. 

'~O~\wftR <l<..EO~Gf\Nl2frTtOtJ -- - - - ~ Towards the end of the w~ -the organization movad out of a slump in 

activities to a cross-Canada revitalization. of branches. 

The 1'e1ief and joy that came with the end 9f World War IT ~ had: 

'Wldel;currents of sad:il.ess. 

The whole of Ukraine bad succumbed to the Soviet Systerr/Forme~ hop~s 

that Ukraine ~u1d be liberated during the 'WOrld co:mfl.ict,or. immediately after" 

faad. The Red terror prove~ ilsastrous,oompletely ravaging the hom~t of the bulk: 

'of l\IilW iJI:m~grat1ol1 to CaD.8.da--the westen Ukraine •. 
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-
Strengthep.ed by the· return of its members from amed forces duty, 

.~ 

and after 1947,by th~ influx o~ new immigrants,the UNyF H<MMA, quickly' progressed 

~ 

to again to become Olle of the most influential ethnio-group youth organizations 

iA Canada. 

The national executive appointeG Michael Orychh.Jsky dominion orgaliizer 

in 1946 ~ which capac:?-ty he served tmtil 1949. He made several tri~across 

Canada:. and inaugurated a new striug of branches(including Prince Albert,Naneouver, 

Bcuya)alil.d organized dozens of ooncert-cavalcades to rural areas and on an inter-

city level. The latter, large-scale displays of Ukrainian song,DJi music and folk IiB:ImI 

~c .. ,p.ttracted to the UNYF maEY Ukrainian young people who had previously watched 

from ...;Iimb_.: the sideliE-es of organizat.ional life. 

. In the summer of 1947 the 13th annual oonvention decision to change- the 

Youth Speaks or Holos Molodi section of the New Pathway to a separate mOlltbly,was 

, imp1snented.First issues vere edi ted by Vladimir Roman.i.w,Paul fuzyk and Taras Oirka .. 

In 194tt the montJily began to appear half in English, half in UkrainiaJI.,. 

~ 

and in September 1949 youth Speaks took the form of a Etm~- bil1ngua1 magazine , ~ 

edi ted . by L.eon KOBsar(English Section) and Bohdan Boc.iurkiw(Ukrainian SectiOJl) • After 

1950 the English name was eha.nged to Ukrainian Digest;a,r{d the magazin.es appeared in . 

digest fOI1llat un.tJll 195"4~ 
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I 
othel' branch pub~j..cat.ions kq ... < stepped . into the UNYF limelight 

Among thes9,the . . . 
after .the war.. ~. /UNYF News,edita~ by Stephanie Zbownir,appeared in Toronto; 

. J 

12 aontbly colUJlllS appeared in the New Pathway in 1950,dk EM" by Bohdan Bociurkiw; 
j 

From 1945 to 1953 the dominion executive published various series of tducational 

and cultural printed and mimeographed materials for branch usa. These included 

Se~ President in Uniform,in Eriglisli,1945; Zaspi vaimo RaZOIl B:r,attia, Taras Shevchenko 

and Ukrainian Literature, 194$, by Prof • .Amdrusyshyn,also, program outlines for special 

botidays, children's material,and music. 

S'PoRTS jU NlOR~ . :S\RES~ED 
/ ~/ - -----~ ~ ~ 

As well as the rejuV9E.S.ted -music,art and drama groups, UNYF activity: 

en the u.pswing also stressed sport. tJNYF teams' were organized to compete in 

local leagues1 Ukraine, in Edmolilton; Berkut, Vancouver; Lev,&.1dbury:; Trident, Toronw; 

and MUN,Mool!le Jaw. 

• 
President of the UNYF Rational exeeo.tive in postwar years were Paul 

Yuzyk,1945-46; s,sphen Pawluk,1946-47;William Hladun,1947-54, who walt- relieved from 

, 
1952 b.y'" Walter ~ymki'W". Jaros1av Bi1ak was appointed dominion orgai'lizer from 1949 

to 1950 .. 

. broader 
A new oonst1tution. and a viM.tlplan of aetivity was adopte.d at the 

- I 

15th amrual con-ventio. ,December of 1950 .. Agail'l, special aportance vas placed 0" 
\ -

the preparatioa of children' s,junior, o~ Ibrist groups.., New JUlIior UNIF groups 
, 

were 
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organi zed ' i iN t88' i eM" in St.Gathar1nesiJ.946),Hamilton,Edmonton,Regil'la (1950), -- , 

Kirkland Lake,Montreal, West Toronto,Saskatcrgn ' and Winn~peg(1952).Micbael Nakonechny 

was specifically appointed executive officer to manage and coordinate training 

programs for Junior UNYF,and began to issue special Junior UNYFinstruction mate~als 

froll 
Jthe ye~r ~f his appoil'ltaant~ ,1953.. 

The UNYF. Dominion Executive was always given full support by the 

UHF Dominion Executive and its affil~ated orgaa1zation during this renewed period 

of growth. . 
" 

TINYF 
The ...... lIMB Provincial Executive of Eastern Canada, with headquarter., .. 

, , i ' n Toronto was another major factor in the success of ~minion-'Wide activitie~ It 

was headed by Stephen Pawluk,1946-4B, Michael Zahrebehy,1948--53, DIi:Miebael 

Oryehiwsky,1953-55,. and Elias Poworozayk,1955-56. 

The , first Regional UNIT EKeouti ve for Western, Canada was established 

\ 

in 1953 at Edmonton, headed unt.il 1955 by K. Zelenko ef Saskatoon.-. 

" . ~\ R S '\ SUM M.f: R CI1 M 'P . 
~ -~ ~ ' 

A ;rummer camp for youtli a~dy Hook,Lake Winnipeg,Mani toba, was purchased 

in the spring of'1952. It was -the ai te of leadership courses attended by m_bers froll 

Regina, Winnipeg,st.Boniface, Fort WUliam,$ldbury, To ronto'"Hamil toll, West· Toronto, 

St.Catharines,}1ontreal,W:i.ndsor UND' Prallchep from 1952 .to 1955. 

Through the organizatioJl.al efforts C!f Michael Jl'akonec.hny,Bohdu Bociurkiv, 

_ UNtt 
Walter lO.,.ki-w, the DIll[ courses opeJa.8d aell vistas U ..... m.... jl.~ty 'WOrk. 
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A UNliF Banner was 'set up to be pres.nted year to year to branches with 

outstanding club achievement records, while an official club blazer and blue-gold erest 

was also ~dorsed. 

Lia1S0U and • 
]btM",i 1 - /coop.-.a.ion with othe,r Ukrainian youth groups was al."!RYs': 

. , high on the UNIT prograJll. , 

The youth club wrked band in hand With the UYLNA, Ukrainian Youth. League 

many 
of North America, and mainWns •••• 'F' club and individual memberships in the League 

. 
to this day. Several UNIT members we~articularlY acti va in the organization of the 

League I s Good Neighbor Conventiol!l. in Buffalo in 1956. 

-
The m~YF also participated in ·the Council of Ukrainian Youth for No~h 

America~and a UNYF member, Taras Cirka, headed the first Junior Ukrainian Canadi~ 
f 

Commi ttee ,or the Rada Ukra.il'lskoji M610di Kanady,in 1953. 

-
strong organizational ties have been mainatined 'With the MON,or Youth of 

,OIlID, youth org8.nization in the U.S. The mrYF, OIMU~,and ZAREVO organizations met; 

- I 

iapdi_ in Cleveland 1n 1953~. The U.S. OVNU"'}1UN group decided to retUI'l1l toi ts 

prewar Bame of MUN and adopt the Youth Speaks magazine as its offic.ial. orgam.Azlothe.r 

contact committee was set up between UNYF and ZAREVO in New York,1n 1954. 

EX Pt M..l N E: . CLU B c.oDE'S . 
~------~~----~--~ A bighly-successful Presidents! Coilferenc/e .in 1955,Toronto, brought 

together the presidents 'and key members ~f UNYF mElllben. in Eas'tem Canada to ~ .... 

exain. ' tl;e theories rmd goals of the organizat;i.OJl. Several keyaote taJ..k8,lat.~ 
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.i." ...... published in book fom " .defined a. new approach to Canadian. Ukrainian 

youth probl.ems and . the position of the UNYF iathe Ukrainia.."1 Community of Canada. 

The 18th Dominion Con:rentiom, the year before, marked two decades of 

nationsJ}. 
organized UN!]' activity. The Toronto meet elected Walter Klymkiw of Winnipeg n l.u .... 

pre·siderrt. financiaL difficulties in the publishing program called a halt to the Youth ' 

Speaks-Ykrainian Digest magazine progra.'1,and publication reverted to the New 

Pathway UNYF Section •. 

A separate. publication again appeared in, 1.'955, titled MYH-BeBme (pronounced. 

Moon-J3eams). Mm;..Beam editors .have been Walter Klymkiw,Bohdan Klymash,and Aadrew 

Gregomvich. The publication bas been growing in statu:be through the years and W ~1 
~ , 

1959 bas become the top Ukra.inian youth pUblication in its field.It appears in l!hglish. 

Ibuinion E:cecutive executj.. ve secretaries for the UNYF haVE! been 

__ im'@ .... ti • .,lSif: .. Michael Nakonecliny,1954-55;Anne GNgorovich,itti: 1954--55; 

tuba Stebnieky-Ewaako',i 95'5-56; Bohdan Klymash,1955-56. 

hundreds 'o-f 
.A convention that attracted the attention of ~krainians im northern 

Ontario elected Elias Poworoznyk Provincial president 1n 1955 at SudbuD;1. Outdoor 

fe·stivaJ.s,music pr0gr~s and TV appearances were featured.. . 

HEFT}) Q.vft~~i<.$ MOVED " ----------- . The June 1956 19th annual cOl'lven:tion elected Michael Orychiwsky of 

- . 
Toronto as natio1lal president .. Dollinion Ex:ecuti va 'hsadquarters were again moved to 

Toronto,ud as the 'WOrk of Ihm.inio~ and Prov;incial Eastern. exeaut.ives was largely 

· . 
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dUplicated, Wi'; jeaEwi the Eastem executive was dissorved at this tirile.l-1ost 

recsRt binion Exxcut.i ve vtaff me"Tlbers have: been BoMan Klymash,1956-57; 

Natalka Bundza,1956-58,and ADdre~ Gregorovich, l-'IYH-13eains edi tor, 1957- • 

...... e "mie -largest Ukrainian fes~v~ ever organized on the North 

May, 
4nerican-: contiBe:nt', proved successful in. Toronto,. ,1957 thro ugh the organizat'ion~ 

, .., 
activity of UNYF branches and execut,ives. More than 9,000 persons croWded into the ' 

• Chnadian National Exhibition ColiseuJI to see chor~,danc9, symphonic groups,and 

:tilaaXJIiapDIIPDJtWpw:personal appearances of Hollywood! s Jack Palanc. (Palalm.iuk) ,and 
! - -

lWropean Ukrainian dignitary Col. Andrew Melnyk.. The festival coincided with. a 

U1~F JUbilee Convention. 

An emergency lhminion Convention of the UNYF 'Was ' caJl:ed in'ToTOlI.to in }tjt 

Ootober of 1957 to pave the way for planning the 25th BEKKK Amniversary Convention of 

the youth org~zati0n. The ])om'inion Ex:eeu.ti ve was reinstated for 1957-1959 for this 
, 

purpose .. 

The 1958 highlight in UNYF c.ircles was a Sudbury WYF Camp leadership' 

Course,ldmlla.eytjwr( well~attended from across Canada. 

II 
I ,/ 
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